
Funding status

UNICEF’s total humanitarian appeal is 
for US$34.1 million. To date there is a 
funding gap of US$22.8 million. 

Carry Foward

Funds Received

Funding Gap

Funding gap
US$22.80

Funds 
Received
US$8.6

Carry 
Forward
US$2.72

COST OF INACTION
UNICEF MADAGASCAR

Southern Madagascar, the poorest region in one of the 
world’s poorest countries, is suffering its worst drought 
in years. This combined with the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic has destroyed livelihoods and created a major 
food and nutrition emergency that has left over 1.1 million 
people food insecure. 500,000 children under 5 years old 
are projected to be malnourished by April 2022. This is a 
crisis that will continue to worsen unless the humanitarian 
response is scaled up urgently.
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Humanitarian situation:

1.3 million children 
to be reached

lack access to safe water and sanitation

6.4 million people 

700,000 people
need health services

4.3 million children
in need of humanitarian assistance



We need to act now
In 2021, UNICEF is working to reach 2.6 million people (including nearly 1.3 million children) affected by drought, epidemics, and cyclones with life-saving 
assistance. A lack of adequate funding puts this vital assistance at risk, jeopardizing the development of the most vulnerable. In the south, the nutrition, 
food security and water crisis is expected to worsen due to lack of rain and below average harvests. Urgent action is needed now to prevent and treat 

malnutrition in children, provide communities with access to water and sanitation, and protect women and children from violence and exploitation.  

The cost of inaction for 2021

WASH

Funding required:  
US$9.9 million 

Funding gap: 73%

Unless funding is received: 

 3,000,000 people will not receive 
critical WASH supplies such as 
soap and handwashing devices. 

 650,000 people, 50% of them 
children, will not have access to 
safe water and adequate hygiene, 
leaving them exposed to water 
related diseases.

Health 

Funding required:  
US$7 million
Funding gap: 88%

Unless funding is received: 

 130,000 children under five will 
not get adequate care for diarrhea, 
pneumonia, and malaria.  

 40,000 pregnant women will not 
receive quality and continuous 
antenatal care.  

Nutrition

Funding required:  
US$7.65 million 

Funding gap: 17%  

Unless funding is received: 

 More than 30,000 severely acute 
malnourished children may die 
due to lack of adequate treatment.  

 More than 130 health centres 
will not receive the necessary 
160 additional health care 
staff to assist severely acute 
malnourished children.

2021 target: 200,000 children 
and women accessing primary 
health care in UNICEF-supported 
facilities

2021 target: 120,000 children 
aged 6 to 59 months with severe 
acute malnutrition admitted for 
treatment

2021 targets: 

• 500,000 people accessing 
enough safe water for 
drinking, cooking and 
personal hygiene

• 2,000,000 people reached with 
critical water, sanitation and 
hygiene supplies (including 
hygiene items) and services

2021 targets: 

• 8,000 children and caregivers 
accessing mental health and 
psychosocial support

• 30,000 women, girls and 
boys accessing gender-based 
violence risk mitigation, 
prevention or response 
interventions

2021 targets: 7,000 families 
reached with humanitarian cash 
transfers until March 2022 in 
response to the food insecurity in 
the South

Child 
Protection

Social 
Protection

Funding required:  
US$1.5 million

Funding gap: 78%

Funding required:  
US$4.5 million  
Funding gap: 84% 

Unless funding is received: 

 30,000 women and children will 
be at greater risk due to a lack of 
access to resources on how to 
protect themselves from violence, 
including gender-based violence. 

 Psychosocial support will not be 
provided to at-risk individuals living 
in areas where mental health 
services are lacking.

Unless funding is received: 

 7,000 families (including 21,000 
children), will no longer receive 
much needed financial assistance 
to cover basic food needs through 
humanitarian cash transfers.

2021 target: 160,000 children 
receiving individual learning 
materials

Education 

Funding required:  
US$2.1 million 

Funding gap: 100% 

Unless funding is received: 

 75,000 children of primary school 
level and 21,000 adolescents 
of lower secondary level will 
not benefit from catch-up 
programmes.

 160,000 children will not be 
provided with learning materials. 

 40,000 teachers will not receive 
basic training.
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